From: Hyland. Dana

To: Hamilton, Sabrina

Subject: FW: EPA-HQ-2014-002867

Date: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 11:59:30 AM
Attachments: EPA-HQ-2014-002867_EPA document.pdf

EPA-HQ-2014-002867_response.pdf

I'll also upload this into FOIA Online.

From: Hyland, Dana

Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 11:35 AM
To: 'moberlin@gmu.edu’

Subject: EPA-HQ-2014-002867

Dear Ms. Oberlin,

Attached you will find our response to the FOIA request you filed with USDA, regarding one
document they referred to the EPA.

Sincerely,

Dana Hyland
Climate Change Division
Environmental Protection Agency

hyland.dana@epa.gov
phone: 202-343-9963
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ANNEX I: EPA analysis on areas needing improvement in the U.S. LULUCF GHG inventory

The US inventory for LULUCF sources and sinks is likely omitting conversions and associated
emissions. In our most current 1990-07 national GHG inventory the US has reconciled areas and area
conversions over the inventory time series in a complete, consistent manner but has not done so with the

associated fluxes.

Broadly, the system must be characterized by the following to successfully implement a land-based

approach:

o  Frequent and representative data collection over the time to allows comparability and consistency
across years, and an assessment of overall national progress in implementing a suite of bottom-up
mitigation measures.

o Consistent land representation and monitoring systems that allow categorization of the U.S. land base
into land-use categories and tracks transitions among land-use categories over time. Land use will
eventually need to be tracked at a spatially explicit level (i.e. we will need to know where a parcel of
land is, in addition to knowing what category it fits into). This will require a coordinated federal
effort.

Current challenges that need to be overcome in order for the US to truly apply a “gold standard”

comprehensive land-based approach:

e Incomplete coverage: There are several gaps in the US LULUCF inventory. Emissions from
conversions of forest on the urban/suburban fringe and wetland areas to developed areas may likely
be omitted. Agroforestry practices, such as riparian forest buffers, are also not captured. Finally,
mportantly, there are no estimates reported yet for Hawaii or US territories and there is limited
coverage of Alaskan forests.

e Comparability across time series: Some of the changes we see from one inventory reporting year to
the next may be an artifact of changing methods, definitions in particular states,etc. It is a challenge
to pick up all of this.

s Inconsistencies in definitions, classifications and coverage

Several land cover and/or land management data collection systems in the US that are not fully
compatible/reconciled. These are (1) USDA NRCS National Resources Inventory (NRI), (2) USFS
Forest Inventory and Analysis program (FIA) and (3) USGS National Land Cover Dataset (NLCD)

A significant problem with the FIA data through time is changes in how the data are collected, change in
the type of plots (from basal area prism plots to fixed area plots), and changes in definitions of forest land
within a state (e.g. chaparral was in the early CA inventories and then dropped in subsequent ones). The
method we apply for soil C in forests is also in need of improvement and has been the source of critique
as well.

There are data challenges faced with other LULUCF sources like cropland and grassland soil C. Data on
soil tillage, which was collected by the Conservation Tillage Information Center through NRCS funding,
is no longer collected. Another area we have been critiqued by the expert review teams is the lack of
reporting on biomass burning on grassland.

With formal interagency coordination on data improvements and reconciliation of various data collection
systems both within and across agencies, the US would be prepared to implement a land-based approach
that could be considered a “gold standard” approach. (Something about other countries getting there).
Those agencies responsible for data collection should assess the state of these databases and improve the
frequency and consistency of data collection, with a view to address those concerns of consistency and

comparability.
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Melanie Oberlin

George Mason University School of Law
3301 Fairfax Dr, MSN 1G1

Arlington, VA 22201

RE: Freedom of Information Action Request EPA-HQ-2014-002867

Dear Ms. Oberlin:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act request to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), in which you asked for information regarding the 15" United Nations Climate
Change Conference held in December 2009 in Copenhagen Demark. USDA referred one document to
EPA for direct response. EPA reviewed this record and is releasing the document in full.

You may appeal this response to the National Freedom of Information Officer, U.S. EPA, FOIA and
Privacy Branch, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. (2822T), Washington DC 20460 (U.S. Postal
Service Only), FAX: (202) 566-2147, E-mail: hq.foia@epa.gov. Only items mailed through the United
States Postal Service may be delivered to 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. If you are submitting your
appeal via hand delivery, courier service or overnight delivery, you must address your correspondence
to 1301 Constitution Avenue, N.W. Room 6416], Washington DC 20001. Your appeal must be made
in writing, and it must be submitted no later than 30 calendar days from the date of this letter. The
Agency will not consider appeals received after the 30 day limit. The appeal should include the RIN
listed in the subject line above. For quickest possible handling, the appeal letter and its envelope
should be marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”

Sincerely, : >

Paul Gunning, Director
Climate Change Divisibn
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